The editorial on "The Bread Line" treats that institution without sentimentality, and considers it purely in its broad social aspect and its effect upon dependents. The outcome is the conclusion, "The very beginning of wisdom in dealing with the bread line is to stop the bread."
That will stop the bread-line and some of the evils it breeds and fosters.
The perpetuating of such an institution by endowment, therefore, receives no enthusiastic praise, though it is admitted that other viewpoints may be taken and we may look upon it as "a symptom of our civilization, a stimulus to our pity or a warning to our intelligence, according as we severally interpret its meaning." The article on "The Pittsburg Survey" is a well epitomized and weighty indictment of the industrial system that brings about the wretched conditions in that city. No community before, says Dr. Devine, "in America or in Europe has ever had such a surplus, and never before has a great community applied what it had so meagerly to the rational purposes of human life."
Other editorials are just as striking and just as significant. Toward the end of the book are several thoughtful considerations of charities and churches under the captions, "The Need of a Religious Awakening," "Religion and Progress," and "What We Believe." Like all suggestive works, the book is as broad and as deep as the mind of the reader.
Attention is particularly drawn to the admirable way in which comparatively disconnected matter has been woven together to produce a cumulative effect.
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